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HARD. adj. []oea)ib, Saxon; bard, Dutch.] ■ 

I. Firm ; refitting penetration or reparation; not foft; not eafy 
to be pierced or broken. 

Repofe you there, while I to the hard houfe. 

More hard than is the ftone whereof ’tis rais’d; 

Which even but now, demanding after you, 

Denied me to come in. Shakefpeare's King Lear. 

2 ,. Difficult; not eafy to the intelledf. 

Some difeafes, when they are eafy to be cured, are hard to 
be known. Sidney, b. ii. 

The bard caufes they brought unto Mofes; but every fmall 
matter they judged themfelves. Ex. xviii. 26. 

When hard words, jealoufies, and fears. 

Set folks together by the ears. Hudibras, p. i. 

’Tis bard to fay if Clymene were mov’d 
More by his pray’r, whom fhe fo dearly lov’d, 

Or more with fury fir’d. Dryden. 

As for the hard words, which I was obliged to ufe, they are 
either terms of art, or fuch as I fubftituted in place of others 
that were too low. Arbuthnot. 

3. Difficult of accomplishment; full of difficulties. 

Is anything too hard for the Lord? Gen. xviii. 14. 

Poffefs 

As lords a Spacious world, t’ our native heav’n 
Little inferior, by my adventure hard 
With peril great atchiev’d. Milton's Par, Lojl, b. x. 

Long is the way 

And hard’, that out of hell leads up to light: 

Our prifon ftrong. Milton's Paradife Lojl , b. ii. 

He now difeerned he was wholly to be on the defenfive, 
and that was like to be a very bard part too. Clarendon, b. viii. 

Nervous and tendinous parts have worfe Symptoms, and 
are harder of cure, than flefhy ones. Wifeman on Injlammation . 
The love and pious duty which you pay, 

Have pafs’d the perils of So hard a way. Dryden s /En. 

4. Painful; diftrefsful; laborious. 

Rachael travelled, and fhe had hard labour. Gen. xxxv. 16. 

Worcefter’s horfe came but to-day; 

And now their pride and mettle is afleep, 

Their courage with bard labour tame and dull, 

That not a horfe is half, of himfelf. Shakejp. Henry IV. 
Continual hard duty, with little fighting, leftened and di- 
minifhed his army. Clarendon, b. viii. 

When Sebaftian weeps, his tears 
Come harder than his blood. Dryderis Don Sebajlian. 

A man obliged to hard labour is not reduced to the neceffity 
of having twice as much victuals as one under no neceffity to 
work. Cheyne s Phil. Princ . 

5. Cruel; oppreffive; rigorous. 

The bargain of Julius III. may be accounted a very bard 
one. Broivns Vulgar Err ours, b. iii. c. 23 

Whom Scarce my fheep, and Scarce my painful plough, 
The needful aids of human life allow ; 

So wretched is thy Son, So bard a mother thou. Dryden _ 

If you thought that hard upon you, we would not refufe 
you half your time. Dryden s Jnven. Dedication. 

It will be a loft to all thoSe, who have their eftates in money, 
of one third of their eftates; which will be a very hard cafe 
upon a great number of people. Locke. 

No people live with more eafe and profperity than the Sub¬ 
jects of little commonwealths ; as, on the contrary, there are 
none who Suffer more under the grievances of a hard govern¬ 
ment than the SubjeCts of little principalities. Addifon. 

Rough ungovernable paffions hurry men on to Say or do 
very hard or offenfive things. Atterburys Sermons . 

To find a bill that may bring punifhment upon the inno¬ 
cent, will appear very hard. Swift. 

6. Sower ; rough; Severe. 

What, have you given him any bard words of late ? Shak. 

7. Unfavourable; unkind. 

As thou lov’ft me, do him not that wrong, 

To bear a hard opinion of his truth. Shakefpeare. 

Abfalom and Achitophel he thinks is a little bard on his 
fanatick patrons. Dryden's Fables, Preface. 

Some hard rumours have been tranfmitted from t’other Side 
the water, and rumours of the fevereft kind. Swift. 

8. Infenfible; untouched. 

If I by chance Succeed 
In what I write, and that’s a chance indeed. 

Know I am not fo ftupid, or fo hard. 

Not to feel praife, or fame’s deferv’d reward. Dryd. Perf. 
g. Unhappy ; vexatious. 

It is a very hard quality upon our foil or climate, that So 
excellent a fruit, which prospers among all our neighbours, 
will not grow here. Temple. 

10. Vehement; keen; Severe; as, a hard Winter. 

. Unreasonable; unjuft. 

It is a little hard, that in an affair of the laft confequence to 
the very being of the clergy, this whole reverend body 
ffiould be the Sole perfons not confulted. Swift. 

It is the hardejl eafe in the world, that Steele ffiould take 


H A 

up the reports of his fa&icn, and put them off as addition^ 
fears. 0 

12. Forced; not eafily granted. l F' 

If we allow the firft couple, at the end of one hund A 

years, to have left ten pair of breeders, which is no hard {n 
pofition; there would arife from thefe, in fifteen hund^d 
years, a greater number than the earth was capable of 

13. Powerful. ' 

The flag was too hard for the horfe, and the horfe fli es f or 

Succour to one that’s too hard for him, and rides the one to 
death, and outright kills the other. L'Ejlrange's Fable 
Let them confider the vexation they are treafuring up f or ’ 
themfelves, by ftruggling with a power w’hich will be always 
too hard for them. Addifon's Freeholder 1 

A difputant, when he finds that his adverfary is too har 'd 
for him, with flynefs turns the difeourfe. Watts 

14. Auftere; rough, as liquids. 

In making of vinegar, Set veffels of wine over againft the 
noon fun, which calleth out the more oily Spirits, and leaveth 
the Spirit more four and hard. .Bacon's Natural Hi/lorv, 

15. Harfh; ftiff; conftrained. 

Others, fcrupuloufiy tied to the practice of the ancients 
make their figures harder than even the marble itfelf. Dryden. 

His diCtion is hard, his figures too bold, and his tropes*' 
particularly his metaphors, insufferably {trained. Dryden. 

16. Not plentiful; not profperous. 

You have got a famous victory: there are bonfires decreed* 
and, if the times had not been hard, my billet ffiould have 
burnt too. Dryden's Spanijh Fr^ar. 

17. Avaricious; faultily Sparing. 

Hard. adv. [bardo, very old German.] 

1. Clofe; near. 

Hard by was a houfe of pleafure, built for a Summer re¬ 
tiring place. Sidney. 

They doubted a while what it fhould be, ’till it was caft up 
even hard before them ; at which time they fully faw it was a 
man. Sidney. 

A little lowly hermitage it was, 

Down in a dale hard by a foreft’s fide, 

Far from refort of people that did pafs 
In travel to and fro. Fairy Queen, b . i. 

Scarce had he Said, when hard at hand they fpie 
That quickfand nigh, with water covered. Fairy Queen. 
When thefe marffial the way, hard at hand comes the 
matter and main exercife. Shakefpeare's, Othello. 

Abimeleck went hard unto the door of the tower, to bum 
it with fire. Judg. 1X * 5 2, 

Hard by a cottage chimney Smokes, 

From betwixt two aged oaks. Milton ; 

2. Diligently; laborioufly; inceffantly; vehemently; ear- 
neftly; importunately. 

Geneura rofe in his defence, 

And pray’d So hard for mercy from the prince, 

That to his queen the king th’ offender gave. Dryden. 
An ant works as hard as a man who fhould carry a very 
heavy load every day four leagues. Addifon s Guardian. 

Whoever my unknown correspondent be, he preffes Lri 
for an anfwer, and is earneft in that point. Atterbury. 

3. Uneafily; vexatioufly. 

When a man’s Servant {hall play the cur with him, look 
you it goes hard. Shakef. Two Gentlemen of Verona. 

4. Vehemently; diftrefsfully. 

The queftion is hard Set, and we have reafon toffoubt. Bio. 
A ftag, that was hard Set by the huntfmen, betook bimiel 
to a flail for Sanduary. L’Ef range. 

5. Faft; nihibly. 

The Philiftines followed hard upon Saul. 2 Sa. xxxi. . 
The wolves Scampered away as hard as they could drive. 

L'Ef range's Fables. 

6. With difficulty; in a manner requiring labour. 

Solid bodies forelhow rain, as boxes and pegs or woo 
when they draw and wind hard. Bacon's Natural tiij or). 

7. Tempeftuoufly; boifteroufly. . . .. nr 

When the North wind blows Lard, and it rains Sadly* 11 
but fools fit down in it and cry; wife people defend them e v 

againft it. Taylor's Rule of Irnng holy. 

Ha'rdbound. adj. [hard and bound.] Coftive. 

Juft writes to make his barrennefs appear, 

And {trains from bardbound btains eight lines a year. F 
To Ha'rden. r.n. [from hard.] To grow hard. 

The powder of loadftone and flint, by the addition 0 
of*eggs and gum-dragon, made intopafte, will in a tew / 
horded to the hardnefs of a ftone. Bacon's Natural 
To Ha'rden. v. a. from hard.] 

1. To make hard ; to indurate. 

Sure he, who firft the paffage try’d 
In harden'd oak his heart did hide, 

And ribs of iron arm’d his fide, T) r Je>i. 

Who tempted firft the briny flood. 3 /r/ r< 

A piece of the hardened marl. Woodward on 

2 . To confirm in effrontery; to make impudent. 

3. To confirm in wickednefs* to make obdurate. 
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But exhort one another daily, left any of you be hardened 
through the deceitfulnefs of fin, Hebr. iii. 13. 

He ftiffened his neck, and hardened, his heart from turning 
unto the Lord. 2 'Chro. xxXvi. 13. 

It is a melancholy consideration, that there ffiould be Several 
among us So hardened and deluded as to think an oath a proper 
fubjedt for a jeft. Addifon's Freeholder. 

4. To make infenfible; to ftupify. 

Our religion Sets before us not the example of a ftupid 
ftoick, who had by obftinate principles hardened himfelf 
againft all fenfe of pain ; but an example of a man like our- 
Selves, that had a tender fenfe of the Jeaft fuffering, and yet 
patiently endured the greateft. Tillotfon s Sermons. 

Years have not yet hardened me, and I have ah addition of 
weight on my Spirits Since we loft him. Swift to Pope. 

To make firm ; to endue with conftancy. 

Then ffiould I yet have comfort ? yea, I would harden rhy- 
felf in forrow. Job vi. 1 o. 

One raifes the foul, arid hardens it to virtue; the other 
foftens it again, and unbends it into vice. Dryden. 

Ha'rdener. n. f. [from harden.] One that makes any thing 
hard. 

Hardfa'voured. adj. [hard and favour.] Coatfeof feature; 
harffi of countenance. 

When the blaft of war blows in your ears. 

Stiffen thefinews, fummon up the blood, 

Difguife fair nature with kardfavour'd\ooks. 

Then lend the eye a terrible afpedt. Sbakefp. Henry V. 
The brother a very lovely youth, and the Sifter hard- 
favoured. L'EJlrange. 

When Vulcan came into the world he was fo hardfavoured 
. that both his parents frowned on him. Dryden . 

Hardha'nded. adj. [hard and hand.] Coarfe; mechanick; 
one that has hands hard with labour. 

What are they that do play it ? 

■ 'Hardhanded men that work in Athens here, 

Which never labour’d in their minds ’till now. Shakefpeare. 
Ha rdhead. n.f. [hard and head.] Claffi of heads; manner 
of fighting in which the combatants daffi their heads toge¬ 
ther. 6 

I have been at hardhead with your butting citizens; I have 
routed your herd, I have difperft them. Dryden's Span. Fryar. 
Hardhe'arted. adj. [hard and heart.] Cruel; inexorable : 
mercilefs; pitilefs; barbarous; inhuman; favage; uncom- 
paflionate. 0 

..-Hf parted Clifford, take me from the world; 

My foul to heav’n Shakefpeare't Heavy VI. 

Can you be fo hardhearted to deftroy 
My ripening hopes, that are fo near to joy ? Dryden 

JZ n f Bu F a g00d -"« u -d man, was very hard- 

hearted to his filter Peg. Arhuthmt's Hijt. of John Bull 

HARDHE ARTEnNESs. n.f. ffrom hardhearted.-] Cruelly ; wan 
of tendernefs; want of compaffion. 7 

hfZtZtZul Cmdty iS n0t an vice, 

t fr- Wad b a " d bafe a vice ingratittide is, may be’fenln 
tdlZTTF" " ' S 3 W r yS ‘ n comb > na tion withj pride and 

djfc&iss 

*•*—* 

HefremM’ d r h fUry 3nd fierc6 h °rdyhead, 

. , m heart to harbour thoughts unkind 
And nourifh bloody vengeance in hfs bitter mind. Fa.^ut 

RoMl tr. , y ° U l,aVe thls abou t Yon, ^ 

BoIdl y alTault the necromancer’s hall, 

Ha'rdiment. 3 ’ rtl d T 1 ; fS M;/ ton. 

Courage; ftoumefs; briery. * ^ FrCnCh ' ] 

'htvllm, ^_^dy hard/,neat, 


Swift: 


BAR 

Criminal as you are, you avenge yourfelf againft the hardl - 
nefs of one that ffiould tell you of it. Speftat.r. 

3. Effrontery; confidence. 

Hardla^oured. [hard and labour.] Elaborate; ftudied; 
diligently wrought. . 

How chearfully the hawkers cry 
A fatire, and the gentry buy ! 

v While my bardlabour'd poem pines. 

Unfold upon the printer’s lines. 

Ha/rdl y. adv. [from hard.] 

1. With difficulty ; not eafily. 

For the moft part it fo falleth out, touching things which 
generally are received, that although in themfelves they be 
moft certain, yet, becaufe men prefume them granted of all, 
we are hardliejl able to bring fuch proof of their certainty as 
may fatisfy gairifayers, when fuddenly and beftdes expedition 
they require the fame at our hands. Hooker, b. v. f. 2. 

There are but a few, and they endued with great ripenefs 
of wit and judgment, free from all fuch affairs as might trou ¬ 
ble their meditations, inftrudled in the ffiarpeft and fubtleft: 
points of learning; who have, and that very hardly , been 
able to find otit but only the immortality of the foul. Hvoker. 

God hath delivered a law as ffiarp as the two-edged fword, 
piercing the very clofeft and moft unfearchable corners of the 
heart, which the law of nature can hardly , human laws by no 
means, poffibly reach unto. Hooker , b. i. 

There are in living creatures parts that riouriffi and repair 
eafily, and parts that nouriffi and repair hardly. Bacon . 

The barks of thofe trees are more-clofe and foft than thofe 
of oaks and affies, whereby the mofs can the hardlier iffue 
out \ Bacon's Natural Hiftory. 

Falfe confidence is eafily taken up, and hardly laid 

< ^ ow - n - South's Sermons . 

The father, mother, daughter they invite; 

Hardly the dame was drawn to this repaft. Dryden ; 

Recov’ring hardly what he loft before, 

His right endears it much, his purchafe more. Dryden „ 

2. Scarcely; fcant; not lightly. 

The fiffi that once was caught, new bait will hardly bite. 

Fairy Afueen, b. ii. cant. 1, 
They are worn, lord conful, fo 
That we ffiall hardly in our ages fee 

Their banners wave again. Shakefpeare's Coriolanus. 

Hardly ffiall you find any one fo bad, but he defires the 
tredit of being thought good. South's Sermons . 

I he wand’rmg breath was on the wing to part. 

Weak was the pulfe, and hardly heav’d the heart. Dryden, 

1 here is hardly a gentleman in the nation who hath not a 
near alliance with fome of that body. Swift 0 

3. Grudgingly; as an injury. J ° 

If I unwittingly 

Have aught committed that is hardly borne 
By any in this prefence, I deftre 

4- S JeX“ IIL 
If there are fome reafons inducing you to think hard¬ 
ly of our laws, are thofe reafons demonftrative, are they 

neceflary, or meer poflibilities only ? Hooker, Preface 

5. Rfgorouily; oppreffively. °°*er, rreface. 

Many men believed that he was hardly dealt with. Clarend. 

,, 1 " e y “* now , »“ pnfon, and treated hprdly enough; for 

Th are h fteC k dCad W ‘ th ‘ n tW ° yearS ’ Mdifin on Italy. 

1 hey have begun fo fay, and to fetch inflances, where he 
has m ^ny thmgs been hardly ufed. ’ sllft 

6. Unwelcomely; harfhly. owijt. 

Such information, even from thofe who have authority over 
them, copies very hardly and harfhly to a grown man • aid 
however foftened, goes but ill down" 8 "" A” / 

7. Not foftly; not tenderly; not delicately. 1 

sohZiNtf canopr ’ bare ear£h ' her bed » 

•A tD * 


The youthful knight could noTfor’aught be ftaid Pa fDu hJ° ^ ^ ‘ Dryden 

• . ^ IS time my hard?ncuth'd courffirs to controul. 

Apt to run not, and trangrefs the goal. 

And therefore I conclude. DrM* P u 

But who can youth, let lopfe to vice, regain ? ^ 

H p b , en p nc i? (he ha J d,muth ’ d horfe has got the rein. 

He s paft thy pow r to ftop. , 

Hardness, n.f [from hard.] D>d 5 

1. Dunty; power of refiftance in Bodies. 

up maffi/of a IklmTbulkTJ that foe^wh rOf* ^ mAe 
% change its figure. the Who!e does n «t ea- 

auSSS^Sfo™^ th?fe ^ 

tafie, fmell, hardnZ and foerifi^k ° U - ° f ‘ hem > in colour » 

2. Difficulty t’o be tmderiood Edward. 

T ,. . I found 

This label on my bofom, whofe containina 
Is fo from fenfe m hardnefs, that I can S 

Makenoco.leaLofiA thatrCa A^ 


Ro ^-5 r ’ ndiiu to nand. 

He d‘ d confound the belt part of an hour 

* Ze a " g wa! ^ ^ G,end °wer. Shak. H IV 

Ha'rdinessT f CS Tr? ?°T d Z hardim ‘ nt - * 7 rf. 

J- Hardfliip; fatigue h> fr ° m ***•] 7 

tSlSkf'-'r 

2. Stoutnefs; courage; bravery. Sfenfer. 

ff with thrice fuch powers left at home 

Let n I s °bf efend . 0 . Ur0Wn doors from tb c doi, 

— . worried ; and our nation lofe ° 


'uui iiaiion 

. P-kSgL£rfSr ,iCy ' r fHfr Henry V. 
ln number , 10 ? i„ the hafdJf, ° f 3 natio "Si "cither 

contemptible, h * Js and coura g e of their perfons 
He has the courage of a Bacon ’f VII. 


mm asgfc 

* Locke. 


peare s 


Cymbeli , 
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3- Difficulty 
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